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THE 


PREFACE. 


F T E R ſomuch has been ſaid on the late 
& Proceedings and Tenets of Mr. White- 
field and the Methodiſts, and after this 
Gentleman has ſo long left the Kingdom, it may 
perhaps ſeem needleſs, and ungenerous, to pub- 
_ liſh any more on this Subject. Neither ſhould I 
' have troubled the World with the following Pa- 
pers, if he only had been concerned in them. Bur, 
co be is gene, yet ſeveral others are left, talk- 
ing and acting iu the ſame injudicious Way, 
however hindered by the Seaſon of the Year from 
being. jo open and manifeſt in their Irregularities. 
And, tb the Subject of Regeneration particu- 
larly has been lately ſo frequently handled, yet I 
know none, who bas ſufficiently confidered that 
Notion of it, which our excellent Church eſpou- 


| - which is moſt oppoſite to the Opinions of Mr. 


Whitefield, Gc. = the lating which more 


exattly was one Inducement to the writing the E 


following Anſwer. 
Tux Methodiſts, at their firft fetting out, 
pretended to the higheſt Regard to the Chu ich 
of England, and appeared the greateſt Admirers 
95 ber Doctrine and Worſhip. And, I hope, 


many of them ftill continue ſo, ſtill retain a Re- 
kein dl for ber Communion, and are far from 


ſeeing the Inconfiſtence of their Notions and 


Frafts ces with ber Princi ples and Peace, It 
4 


it 


a TePREFACE "I 
75 eſpecially in the Hands of ſuch, that T would. i 
257/ to put the following Papers. Such eſpecial- { 
ly, T am inclined to hope, may, by a ſerious || 
Pei al of them, ſee how far they have been hi- 1 
a deceived by mere Words, and be induced || 
to return to their conſtant Attendance on the Ser- i| 
vice of their own Pariſh Churches, in which, *'}Þ 

Provided they are ſincere, they need not 1 
want either of the Divine Blefing, or of the 1 
Divine Kein ir. | 

Ir 7s to be lamented, that while other Errors 15 
: for the moſt Part find Proſelytes and Abettors 
among the loſe and vicious Part of Mankind, | | , 
theſe Jam oppoſing are chiefly calculated to miſ- 
lead the Serious and Good; many of whom ab. 
| borring the Debauchery and Infidelity of the 
Age, and not having ſufficient Fudgment t9 
guard them againſt Extremes on the other hand, 
are too eaſily deluded by Pretences to greater 
Strictneſs, . higher Advancements in Religion. 
Such deſerve great Compaſſion, and their Igno- 
rance ought to be removed with all poſſible Ten- 
dierneſi. Whether this will recover them, I do 
not jay: But I think no other Treatment - 
likely to do it. os 
WI TH Regard to the Letter from the Miſ- 
5 cellany, which is here reprinted, I ſhall not add 
 eny Thing. It muff jpeak for itſelf. If it thus 
falls into the Hands of any, who had not ſeen it 
before, and 15 inſtrumental inſatisfying any well- t | 
meaning People, the End both of writing, and 
* it here, will be anfwered, PE 
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AN 


EXPLANATION and DEFENSE 


0F- THE . 


Doctrine of the Church of A 


CONCERNING 


REGENERATION, G 


0 1 R Letter to the Lord Bien of 
London being written with an Air 
of Seriouſneſs, and an Appearance 
of Regard to the Church of England, how 
real this is, you know beſt; I was determin- 


cd to make a more particular Enquiry into 
the Subject, of which it treats. And, as 
the Reſult of this was a Conviction, that 
your Scruples are groundleſs, and your Dir̃- 


ficulties eaſy to be anſwered, I am inclined to 


let you have my Sentiments upon them; par- 
| ticularly, becauſe many of the Points in Diſ- 
pute are of the utmoſt Conſequence, 


=o 


1 
You have, it ſeems, compared his Lordſbip's 
late moſt excellent and ſeaſonable Paſtoral 
_ Letter with Mr. Whitefield's Anſwer, and both 
of them, with the Service and Articles of our 
Church: And you think his Lordſhip's Doc- 
trine not ſo agreeable with theſe as Mr. White- 
 fellds. And were this really the Caſe, 
My Lord will I hope pardon me, if I fay that 
his Letter is indefenſible. For any Miniſter 
to ſubſcribe ſolemnly to what he does not 
believe, and much more, for any Governor 
of the Church publickly to oppoſe what he 
Z has fo ſubſcribed to, is Conduct, which 1 


own I can't reconcile to common Honeſty. 1 


— But, that our worthy Dioceſan is far 
from being guilty in this Reſpect, I thought 
his Enemies themſelves would have acknow- 
| ledged. His Zeal in Defenſe both of the 
Doctrine and Diſcipline of our Church has been 


on all Occaſions diſtinguiſh'd. And therefore, 


it ſeems not a little ſurprizing, that it ſhould 
now be inſinuated, that his Lordſhip is 
wanting in Regard to her Articles and Fn 
vice. However I flatter myſelf, that I ſhall | 
eaſily be able in the Courſe of theſe Papers, 
to vindicate his Lordſhip from ſuch an Inſi- 
muation. Wu E- 


5 CET. S 
 WurTHER it will be fo eaſy for me to 
give you the Satisfaction you deſire, I can't 
ſay. Let me only beſpeak your Attention 
and Candour, and I ſhall not be without 
Hopes of it. If you are that ſerious Enqui- 
rer you would appear to be, you will pay a 

juſt Regard to Truth and Reaſon, however 
mean the Hand my be, from which they | 

"come. - 
| You ſet out with commending the gene- 
ral Deſign of the Paſtoral Letter: You ac- 
knowledge « a Caution againſt Lukewarm- 
<« neſs on the one Hand, and Enthuſiaſm on the 
 * other,” to be © at this Time peculiarly fit 


and ſeaſmable,” p. 4. And ſo far, I be- 


lieve, we, and all Chriſtians, are agreed. But 
then you add, it might have been hoped 
e that ſuch a Caution, ſent from one of your 
| * Lordſhip's high Station in the Church, 
"2 and ſo well known for Judgment and 
Penetration, would have had ſome deſire- 


«able Effect. And how, Sir, do you know 


that it has not? Or why ſhould you ſuſpect, 


| that it has not? — The only Reaſon, which 


you give for your Fear, is that © Mr. 
«© Whitefield, inſtead of publickly owning 
B 2 his 


cc 


bis Miſtake, and etch with all 


cc 


Gratitude the Light he received from your 
 Lordfhip's laboured Performance, has ven- 
= tured to write an Anſwer, and ſeems to 


** 


gain Courage and Strength even from 
« fo awful an Oppoſition.” p. 5. And can 


you, on a ſerious Review, think this a ſuffi- 


cient Proof, that the Paſtoral Letter has 
had no deſirable Effect, or has not been — 
equally ſacceſsful? You obſerve yourſelf, that 
it * has paſſed through ſeveral Editions,” p. 
4. Conſequently it has been much read. And, 


if we may judge from the Strength of Rea- 


| fon, the Perſpicuity of Method, the Excel- 
lence of the Inſtructions, and the Coolneſs 
and Temper, which appear in the Whole, 
we may pronounce, that it could not be read 
without ſome good Effect and Profit, If 
it failed of convincing Mr. WW bitefield, yet it 
is certain, that all Readers were not of his 
Diſpoſition. Many, I know, expreſſed their 
high Approbation of it, and their Gratitude 
wy Lord of Londem for it. And it may 


+ What you mean by egal I cannot guess. From the Sen- 


tence immediately preceding, as well as the Courſe of the Ar- 
Fument, the Word 1eems to be redundant. 


have 


Es N 4 
have, for ought you can poſſibly know, 
recovered many from their Deluſions, as 
well as prevented many from falling into 
them. And, give me Leave, Sir, to add, 
that it was not wholly without ſome Ef- 
fect, with Regard to Mr. Whitefield himſelf. 
It did not indeed, ſtrictly ſpeaking, prevail 
upon him to own his Miftake; and how few 
Writings have had /uch an Effect? But it 
induced him to hurt his Cauſe by writing a 
petulant Anſwer to his Biſhop, who, as in 
dis laſt Journal he acknowledged, had but 
a little before ſed him very civilly, ö 


5 5 And it made him own that, from which 


every common Reader might infer the Er- 
\ ror of his Proceedings, viz. that he only 
claims an ordinary Commiſſion and an ordi- 
nary Portion of Gop's SpIR IT. If the Paſto- 
ral Letter has had no other advantageous 
Conſequence, than the drawing ſuch a Confeſ- 
ſion from him; it has been, Ithink, on this Ac- 
count highly ſucceſsful ; ſince nothing can be 
plainer, than that this is a full condemna- 
tion of his Conduct, as well as of the Lan- 
guage he uſed; neither of which can ever 
be juſtified, without ſuppoſing that he had 


| 2 : an - 


1 
an extraordinary Commiſſion, and extraord:- 
nary Afſiſtances. — So far is Mr. Whitefield, 
or his Cauſe, from having gained any Strength 
| from this Oppoſition. 1 
I now, Sir, attend you to the 1 main 
: Queſtion, whether, to uſe your own Words, 
Mr. Whitefield has the Advantage from an 
« Appeal to the /iteral, moſt natural, and 
«© moſt obvious Senſe of the Articles, and the 
“ Places referred to in the Liturgy?” p. 6.— 
' You think he has; and in the State of this 
Queſtion you obſerve in general, That, here- 
« in Mr. Fhitefield has the Honour to agree 
* with your Lord/bip, that you both fet ou? 
* 7ogether on the ſame Foot: The Doctrine 
« and Service of our Church is confeſſedly 
your Guide, and by this you are both 
© led; your Lordſbip to travel on in the 
happy middle Road, between Lukewarm- © 
<< neſs and Enthufiaſm ; and Mr. Whitefield, 
far remote from the Borders of Luke- 
* <warmneſs, into high Extafies, and the moſt 
rigid Calviniſm.” p. 5. Whether you have 
rightly repreſented Mr. Whitefield here, is not 
my preſent Concern: As you have choſen 
do take his Part of the Queſtion, we muſt 
ö "x 


5 


[7] 


be inclined to think, that if he is not a 


moſt rigid Calvinift, you at leaſt are. And 


yet I can't think, that either he or the Calvi- 
niſts are obliged to you for the Account you 
give of them. Were I to join iſſue here, 
and to proceed no farther, I might ſafely ap- 
peal to every common Reader, whether 
you have not in the foregoing Words de- 
cided the general Queſtion in Favour of the 
| Paſtoral Letter? For can any Man of Senſe. 
once doubt, whether his Lordſhip, who is 
allowed to travel on in the happy middle 
Road, between Lukewarmneſs and Enthuſi- | 


. aſin, can want any Advantage whatever, 


or be in a better Way than he is? Surely 
Extafies and Extremes are not, in themſelves, 
deſirable, or any Marks of Truth and Rea- 
ſon. And it is Matter of Wonder, that 
Mr. Whitefield ſhould be at once owned to have 
run into theſe, and thought. in the right for 
doing fo. 
-© Tae reſolved, Sir, not to accuſe you of 
any latent ill Deſign: I am loth to ſuſpect, 
that you can be guilty of endeavouring to 
abuſe both the Church of England, and the 
Biſhop of London, while you pretend a Re- 
gard 


. 8 1 

gard to them, by inſinuating that his Lord- 
ſhip teaches Doctrines contrary to her Articles 
and Service, and that theſe are contrary to the 


happy middle Road, between Lukewarm- 


*« neſs and Enthufiaſm.” You have then left 
me nothing elſe to ſuppoſe, but that you are 
a rigid Calviniſt, who believe our Articles 
Se. to be true, and agreeable to your own 
Opinions, and who are on this Account in- 
clined to favour Mr. Whitefield. —— I now 
deſcend with you to conſider Particulars. 
Ax 1}, after having cited a a Paſſage = 


two from the Biſhop's Letter, in which his 


Lordſhip makes it Matter of Surprize, « that 
e the Generality of Chriſtians” could be 
ſuppoſed © as yet unapprized either of the 
Truth and Reality of a Regeneration and 
Do New- Birth, or of the Influence of the... 
© the Holy Spirit in our Chriſtian Courſe,” 
s alſo, that any one ſhould be found, 
who has attended to the Book of Com- 
« mon Prayer, ſuggeſting or liſtening to 
„ Suggeſtions, as if the publick Service 
and Offices of our Church were want- 
ing and defective with Regard to thoſe 
e Dotrines.” . 6. 7. | Yau! add, Ine 
W ö 


32 
"© yer heard of any, either in our Church, 
* or among even Diſſenters themſelves, who 
e ſuggeſted ſuch a Defect. Now the Deſign 
of this Obſervation of the Biſhop evidently 
Was, to arm and guard his People againſt ſuch 
Suggeſtions, whenſoever made. And ſure 
Mr. Whitefield's Conduct gave too much Oc- 
| cafion for Fears, that they were or would 
be made. He had accuſed the Clergy in 
general of neglecting to preach upon theſe 
Doctrines: He had repreſented the People 
as abſolutely ignorant of them: He had 
drawn them out into the Fields from the 
publick Service and Offices of our Church, 
under Pretence of inſtructing them in them. 
— All which, in my Opinion, amounts to 
a a ſtrong Suggeſtion, that there was Need 
© to ſeek elſewhere for a more ritual Ser- 
&« vice.” Paſt. Let. p. 25. It is not eaſy to 
Imagine, how any Perſon, who thought the 
People ſo ignorant of theſe important Points, 
could believe the Church ſufficiently regard- 


ful of them. Or any one, who conſidered < 


how frequently theſe are mentioned in her 
Offices, could ſuppoſe the "oops ſo abſo- 
lutely unapprized. 


C — 1 


T 10 | 
Bur you are willing to acquit Mr. Wh:te- 


Fell in this Reſpect. You are perſuaded 
he would be one of the laſt, within the 


| happy Pale of this Church, that would 
x e liſten to ſuch Suggeſtions; becauſe he 


" ml grounds his frongeſt Expreſſions of the In- 
© fluences of the Holy Spirit on the very 
Words of the Liturgy, and the Service of 


* our Church”. p. 7. Jam unwilling to repeat 
 whatis fo excellently collected in the Paſtoral 
Letter; and therefore beg Leave to refer 

you to that, where you will find many Ex- 


Joop has excepted againſt them, 


by that Expreſſion , than percei ving the Spi- 


preſſions which our Liturgy will no way 
countenance. And as to any, which 1 
grounded on the very Words of it, provided . 
alſo, that they are uſed in the ſame Senſe, 
you will find it hard to ſhew, that the Bi- 8 


Tur Inſtances, which you mention, are 
not ſufficient. Does he not talk of the 
Feelings of the Spirit? He has a Collect 
« on his Side.” What Collect you mean, I 
do not recollect. Tis poſſible there may be 
ſuch a one. No more may be underſtood 


rit; and then, I preſume, my Lord of Lon- 
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5 FR would find no Fault with it, Provided 


the Manner of perceiving his Preſence be 


Not now by any ſudden Impulſes, or extra- 


ordinary Influences, but by thoſe Virtues, 


which St. Paul has {et down as His proper 


Fruits or Graces. 
InveeD, in the Office for the V. tation of 


be Sick, the Miniſter is ordered to ſay, The 
"0 ALMIGHTY LoRD — make thee know and 

„ pry, that there is none other under Hea= A <-; 

ven, &c.” But ſure this can't be what you 


mean; firſt, becauſe this is rather a Bleſſing, 


than a Collect, and then, becauſe it is nothing 
to Mr. Whitefeld's Purpoſe, no more being un- 
derſtood by the Expreſſion, than, make thee 


fully ſenſible, or perfectly aſſured, &c. 
| You go on. Does he talk of receiving 
the HoLy GnosT ; or, in the Schl of an 


% Apoſtle, declaring with peculiar Authority? 


„ The Order for Ordination of Prieſts and 


« Deacons encourages him in the Phraſeolo- 


« logy.” Bid. Had he barely talked of re- 


ceiving the Hol v GnosT at his Ordination, I 
dare ſay no Member of our Church would 
have made any Objection. And I would 
beg you to tell me, where the Biſhop has 


C2 a blamed 


tn] 


blamed him for doing this? — 


T can't think him ſo excuſeable. To talk in the 
Style of an Apoſtle, declaring with peculiar 


Authority, I apprehend, is laying Claim to the 
fame extraordinary Commiſſion and Powers, 

f that the Apoſtles had. And as theſe are not 
now neceſſary, I can't ſce that our Ordinati- 


on Otfice warrants ſuch Language. 


Your next Difficulty relates to the Bi- 
ſhop's calling for Evidence of Mr. White- 
feld divine Commiſſion, For my own 

"=o. 8 ſhould have thought it impoſſible 

for any one to miſtake his Lordſbip in this 
Reſpect. Nothing can be plainer, even from 
the whole Tenour of his Reaſoning, than 


that he meant an extraordinary Commiſſion. 


Nay, this Term my Lord expreſly uſed, p. 
38. which, if the Collections from the Journals 
be thrown, as they may, into a large Paren- 
theſis, is immediately connected with the Sen- 
tence, p. 27. in Diſpute. This extraordinary 


Commiſſion Mr. Whitefield has diſclaimed, 
and thereby, 1 beg to repeat it, ruined his 
on Cauſe. 


Tur 


— With 
Regard to the latter Part of the Sentence, 
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Tur Subſtance of your next Difficulty 


is, that when © he told my Lord of Glou- 


cc 1 that he truſted, he was inwardly 


ñnoved by the Holy Ghoſt, his Lordſhip be- 
lieved him :” And therefore, © his Hearers 


% and Admirers may with equal Reaſon be- 
e lieve him, when he tells them, that he has 


experienced inward Feelings ſince.” p. 8. 
Excuſe me, Sir, if I ſay, you here either 


deceive yourſelf or your Readers. The Mean- 


ing of that Profeſſion, which Deacons are re- 
quired to make at their Ordination, is plainly 


this, I truſt, that I do not apply for Orders 


with any low, ſiniſter, or wicked Intentions, 
that I have ſufficiently conſidered the Impor- | 
| tance and Dignity of the Office, and am 
ſtedfaſtly purpoſed to diſcharge it to the Glo- 
ry of Gop, and the Edification of my Chri- 
ſtian Brethren. Theſe good Motives, Deſires, 
_— and Reſolutions cannot but deſcend from above. 
It can be no Preſumption for ſuch a one to 
5 ſay, that he 77uſts he is inwardly moved by the 
HoLy GuosT, when he diſcerns in his Mind 
ſuch Effects and Conſequences of His aſſiſting 


Grace. — But, Sir, for I will venture to ap- 
peal to yourſelf, how different i is all this from 
thoſe 


. 
thoſe inſtantaneons, irreſiſtible Influences, 
which Mr. Wh:tefield pretended to feel, and 
which he would have to be diſcernible, in 
' themſelves, and without any Regard to their 
Effects? My Lord of Glouceſter might then ” 

rightly give Credit to him in the one Caſe ; 
and we as rightly may look on the other 
Pretence as weak and enthufiaſtical. _ 
Vo go on, © eſpecially, when he mo- 
a  deſtly declares he pretends only to the or- 
% dinary Aſſiſlances of the Spirit: nor ever 
e took upon him to communicate them to 
* others, notwithitanding the extraordinary 
Manner, in which he fays he received 
them.“ p. 8. My Senſe of this modeſt 
Declaration you have had already. I add 
now, that though you bring this in, as a Con- 
firmation of what you had ſaid before, yet it 
makes againſt you, and hurts your Argument. 
For could Mr. Whitefield have communicated 
| theſe Ailiſtances or Feelings to others, we 
| ſhould have had better Reaſon to believe him, 
| when he ſays he experienced them himſelf. 
In ſhort, it would be a Point of no great 
Conſequence, whether Mr. Whitefield has ac- 
tually experienced ſuch Feelings or not, if 
. he 


* © hi 

he had not made it neceſſary for others to do 
ſo, and reſted in a great meaſure the whole 
of Chriſtianity upon them. I this Caſe, 


we are not to believe his bare Aſſertion, con- 


cerning the extraordinary Manner of his hav- 
ing received them. 
Nox can Mr. Whitefield's Pretences and 


Expreſſions be juſtified, by our Church's 


uſing theſe Words of our Saviour, Receive 
thou the HoLy Gos r, whoſe efoever Sins ye remit, 
&c. as the Form of conveying facerdotal 
Powers. No Member of our Communion 
has any Reaſon to credit him on this Account. 


= you have a Deſire to fee the Form ex- 


| plained & vindicated, you may find it ex- 
cellently done by Mr. Hooker, E. P. L. 5. 
& 77. And you will, I doubt not, be con- 
vinced, that it by no Means warrants ſuch 
Feelings, as Mr. Whitefield ſpeaks of, or his 
laying Claim to ſuch an extraordinary Man- 
ner of receiving them. 1 
 HiTHERTo then I truſt, you have found 
no Voucher from the Language of our Church 
for any thing he has ſaid or done, which my 
Lord of London bas expreſſed any Diſlike of. 
You come, p. 9, to confider the Point of Re- 
2 generation; ; 


I 16 6 
generation; and ſay, that Mr. Whitefield, | 
like a true Son of our Church, preaches up 
© the Neceſſity of Converſion ak Regenera- 
« tion, and the Neceſſity of 7rre/i/tible Grace 
© to this End; and talks much of the In- 
e ftantaneouſneſs of Converſion.” Whereas 
| the Biſhop thinks this a Doctrine contrary both 
to Scripture and Experiencr. See p. 10. In : 
order to ſtate this Point clearly, and before 
I come to conſider the Objection, I find my- 
{elf under a Neceſſity of diſtinguiſhing] between 
two Sorts of Regeneration. 
I'm Word is ever uſed by Mr. Whitefiell 
to o-Ggnify: the Converſion of a Sinner. And fo 
I acknowledge it has been frequently applied 
by many excellent Writers. But yet I can- 


not think this the Original, or the moſt proper 


Senſe of the Word. In Scripture and Antiquity, 
when it is applied to particular Perſons, and 

denotes any thing happening to them in this ; 

Life, it relates generally, if not wholly, to 
BAPTISM. 
1 MENTI1oN theſe Reſtrictions, nd che 
Word i is uſed ſometimes to denote the Renew- 
al or Revival of what has. been laid aſide or 
neglected, as well as the Reſtoration of the 
World 


Fn 17 1 
World, or of Men at the Referre&ion, (vid. 
Suicer. voc. THALYYEVETIA) neither of which 


* Meanings fall within our preſent Diſpute. 


| - Ir does not appear to have been my Lord 
of London's direct Deſign, in his Paſtoral Let- 
ter, to ſtate the true Notion of Regeneration, 
but rather to ſhew, that our Church.is no Way 
wanting in inculcating its Neceſſity. How- 
ever, it is obſervable, that in clearing this, his 
| Lordſhip has very judiciouſly ſhewn his own 
| Senſe of the Word, agreeably to the Senſe of 


= | Scripture, and our Liturgy and Articles, 


Regeneration, or a New Birth, as wrought 
by the Spirit, is that, which every one receives 
at his FIRST Entrance into the Chriſtian 
Covenant. Poſt. Lett. p. 20. And, if you 
pleaſe to read what follows in the ſame Page, 
as well as in the two following, you will find, 
that his Lordſhip underſtands by this, Bap- 
tiſm, and grounds it on the Declarations of 
our Saviour and St. Paul, and on our Collefts 
and Catechiſm. See alſo Article 27. where 
| Baptiſm is called a Sign of Regeneration or 
New Birth : And the Homily for repairing 
and keeping clean Churches, where we find 
theſe Words —— © Wherein be miniſter'd 
CBE RE eee 
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« the Sacraments and Myſteries of our Re- 
„ demption: The Fountain of our Rege- 
e neration is there preſented unto us: The 
“ Partaking of the Body and Blood of our 
« Saviour CHRIST is there offered to us.” 


And as this was the Senſe of the Compilers 


of our Liturgy, Xc. ſo was it alſo of thoſe 
learned Biſhops, &c. who were appointed to 
review it in 1661. The Commiſſioners for 


the Diſſenters, at the Savoy Conference, de- 


clared, that they could © not in Faith fay, 
that every Child that is baptized is rege= 
« nerated by God's holy Spirit.” * To ts 
the Biſhops, &c. anſwered, * Seeing that 
God's Sacraments have their Effects, where 


cc 


cannot do) we may fay in Faith of every 
Child that is baptized, that it is regenerated 
by God's Holy Spirit, and the Denial of it 
© tends to Anabaptiſm, and the Contempt of 
this Holy Sacrament, as nothing worthy, 
“ nor material, whether it be adminiſter d 
« to Children or no.” Hype. of Non-confor-- 
mity. Lond. 1704, p. 306. N. B. Neither 

did the Diſſenters object againſt the Propriety 


—— 


the Receiver doth not ponere obicem, put 
any Bar againſt them, (which Children 
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of this baptiſmal Regeneration, but only that 
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they thought Children of _ — not 


to be baptized. 


And the fame alſo appears to be the Senſe, ; 


in which the Primitive Church underſtood | 
the Word. No one was more capable of 
forming a Judgment in this Matter, than the 


late learned Dr. Wall. He was long engaged 


in Enquiring into the Evidences for andagainſt 
Infant Baptiſm, which are to be found in 
Antiquity. And this gave him Occaſion to 
conſider exactly its Senſe of the Word Rege- 


neration; and the Iſſue of this Search and Con- 


ſideration was, that the Heathens applied the 


Word to their Bapt:/-ms, in the Myſteries of 
Apollo and Ceres; Hiſtory of Inf. Bapt. Ed. 2. 


p. 2 5. That the Jews called the Baptiſm of 
a Proſelyte his New Birth, Regeneration, being 
born again, p. 57. And that all the ancient 
Chriſtian Church uſed the Word in this 
Senſe, and no other. For the Proof of this laſt 
Particular, I ſhall not quote any ſeparate Paſ- 


ſages, but refer you to his whole Hiftory, and 


the Defenſe of it; as alſo to the Note on Le- 
næus, Ed. Grab. p. 161. and Mr, Bingbam's 


Antiquities, B. 11, Ch. i. 8. 3. 
= D 2 Nax 


Nay Calvin himſelf, tho' he is thought 
the firſt who ever denied, that John iii. 5. 
is to be underſtood of Bapti/m, and greatly 
pleaded for the other Senſe of the Word Re- 
generation, yet was ſometimes forced to inter- 
pret this of Baptiſm, and once, arguing for 
Infant Baptiſm, owned it to be very plain, 


that ſuch Infants as are ſaved, are firſt regene- 
rated by the LoxDp, which he explains, by 
their being cleanſed from their original Corrup- 
tion. Vid. Inſtit. I. 4. c. 16. & 17. And 

in the Papers that paſſed between the Com- 
miſſioners at the Savoy Conference, tho the 


| Difſenters had excepted againſt that Petition 


in the Office for Baptiſm, may receive Re- 
miſſion of Sins by ſpiritual Regeneration, yet 


in their Reply to the Anſwer of the Brſbops, 


| &c. they own that © Baptiſm, as an out- 
« ward Adminiſtration, is our viſible Sacra- 


e mental Regeneration: Baptiſm, as contain- 
« ing with the Sign the Thing ſignified, is 


our ſpiritual real Regeneration; and 


ſoon after, that we are regenerated 
really in Baptiſm.” © Hiſtory of Non-con- 


formity. 5. 305. 


Ir 


— 


4 * 3 8 23 . n . 1 I 5 a . 5 
G e e e GARE WERE. rn ee . . we 
* : . 


L 21 Y 
Ir may not be amiſs to add here the : 
Senſe of the foreign Reformed Churches con- 


cerning this Point. There are but few of 
their Confeſſions, which do not expreſsly al- 
low the Bapti/mal Regeneration. That of the 

Churches in Helvetia fays, the Sign in Bap- 2 
tiſm is the Element of Water, but the Thing 


ſignified is Regeneration. c. 1 9. — alſo, 
C. 20, and their ſhorter general Confeſſion. 8. 


20, 21. — In that of the Reformed | in France, 


ſigned by ſeveral Princes of the Blood, and 
| preſented by Beza to Charles IX, the End of 
| Baptiſm is ſaid to be, that we being waſhed 
with the Blood of Chrift, may at the ſame Time 
be alſo renewed . his Spirit to Holineſs of Life. 
Art. 35 


- The fame is expreſs'd by the 
Synod of Dort i in their Acts, when they ay, 


the Bleod of Chriſt by bis Spirit regenerates us, 


ex filiis irz in filios Dei, / that from being 
Children of Wrath, ue become the Sons of God. 
Art. 34. And ſoon after they argue that zhere 


7s but one * becauſe neither can we be 
born twice 


That I may not be tedious, 


1 ſhall N whe you to other Confeſſions, 
which ſpeak the ſame Language, and which, 
if you think it worth while, you may con- 


ſult 


—— — — — 
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ſult at your Leiſure. Polonic. Conf. Art. 
de bapt. infant. and Gener. Conf. Eccl. Ref. in 
Pol. * pu Thorn, —— 
— Saxonic. Gn Art. de bapt. — 
Eklect. Palat. Conf. 
antinop. Confif. Which was in the Name of 
| the Greek Church. N. B. All theſe allowed 
1 Infant Baptiſm. 
Lx me add, that this Senſe ſeems moſt 
: agrecable to the Analogy of Reaſon. The 
Word Regeneration was borrowed from our 
natural or firſt Birth, plainly alludes to this, 
and ſhould be underſtood according to it. 
And, as then this was our firſt Entrance 
into our Natural Life, fo muſt our New 
Birth be our firſt Entrance into our Chriſtian 
Life. And when can we be faid to enter 
into this but at Baptiſm, which is appointed 
by our Loxp Himſelf, as the Sacrament of 
Initiation into His Church and Covenant? 
We are then made Children of Gon by Adop- 
tion, tho indeed afterwards we may prove 
undutiful ones. And, as there can be but ove 
Natural Birth, ſo it ſeems moſt proper and 
congruous to ſuppoſe but one Regeneration. 
And, inſtead of calling the Converſion of a 
Chriſtian 


c. 17. 


Cyril. Patriar. Con- 


IPB —————_ ˖ — 3 ; 


Argentin. Conf. 
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Chriſtian from any wicked Courſes his New 


Birth, perhaps it would be better to compare 
it with a Recovery from any dangerous Diſ. 


temper, which would have otherwiſe de- 
ſtroy' d him. And, tho' Gop can work in us 
ſuch a Converſion all at once, as He has un- 

doubtedly Power to recover any fick Perſon 


miraculouſly ; yet in the general Courſe of 


His Providence both theſe are gradual, both 
depend in ſome Meaſure on our own Care 


and Endeavours, and both are perceivable 


even to ourſelves, by their good Fruits and 
Effects — Yet in either Caſe Men may re- 
turn to their former State: The recovered : 
Perſon may again abuſe his Health and re- 
lapſe into Sickneſs; the converted Chriſtian 
may again fall into habitual Sin : And then, 


tho' both of them will be in a more dangerous 5 


Way than before, yet there is no Reaſon to 
pronounce it impoſſible for either of them to 
recover again. Our Church, I am ſure, allows 


this to be poſſible, and condemns all who ſup- 


poſe the contrary. Her Words are theſe; 
After we have received the HoLy GrosT we 


<< may depart from Grace given, and fall into 
„din, and * the Grace of Gop we may 
8 riſe 
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« riſe again, and amend our Lives. And they 


therefore are to be condemned, who ſay, they 


* can no more fin, as long as they live here, 
or deny Place of Repentance to the truly 


3 
* 


* penitent.” Art. 16. The Sinner, then, 

as well as the ſick Man, may recover again. 
And yet I cannot think it would be fitting 
to call every ſuch Recovery, in the one Caſe 


more than 1 in the other, a New Birth, 


I nopx, Sir, you will not think, I am con- 
tending barely about Words. Difficulties 
may ariſe from their being miſuſed and con- 
founded. However, I would in this Matter 
expreſs my ſelf with all proper Diffidence, 
knowing how many great Men have eſpouſed 
the other Senſe of the Word.” Be it then, 
that the Converſion of a ſinful Chriſtian is a 
Kind of Regeneration, tho' I can't but think 
that this is ſtraining the Figure; yet {till let 
it be remember'd, that there is another more 
proper Notion of it, viz. the Baptiſmal Rege- 
neration, which the Scriptures in expreſs 
Terms warrant, which / Ant:quity declares 


for, which our Liturgy and Articles have in- 


ſiſted on, which neither Calvin nor ſeveral of 
the moſt conſiderable of our Diſſenters could 


1 — deny, 
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deny, which the foreign reformed Churches 
is well as the preſent oriental, generally agree 
en, and which is more agreeable to the Ana- 
hgy of Reaſon. 

Having premiſed thus much, I come 
now, Sir, to anſwer your Objections. In 


general, I have already obſerved, that my 
Lord of London's Notion of Regeneration is 
_ exaQly the ſame, that is countenanced by the 
| Church of England: Whereas Mr. Whitefield's | 


is quite different. Nay, he appears fond of 


the Quakers, who, according to the Doctrine 


of our Liturgy and Articles, have never been 


regenerated at all. And he inſiſts on the Ne- f 


ceſſity of Regeneration in them, who, ac- 
cording to the ſame Doctrine, have already 
received it. Herein, I think, I have your 


Concurrence. P. 15, 16. You obſerve, 
the confiſtent Church-Minifler — 


ſhould 
** look upon all his Pariſhioners (excepting 

„ ſuch as are baptized by Diſſenters) as al- 
ready regenerate, according to the expreſs 
e Words of the Form for Baptiſm, and therefore 
has no Need of ever laying again the Foun- 


cc dation; but ſhould make it his ſole Buſi- 


** neſs to build them up in Goodneſs, and 
E treat 


— 


T7. 


© treat them all as in a State of uſt cation 


« and Favour with God - - - And indeed 


© herein Mr. Whitefield has miſtook his Work, 


cc 


only preaches to gain over the Diſſenters. 


I readily accept your Confeſſion here, that 
Mr. Whitefield bas miſtook his Work, &c. But 
then you muſt permit me to ſay, that you 

appear to have miſtook your Work too. You 
have appealed to cur Service: The Paſtoral 
Letter is perfectly conſonant to it; you on, 
that Mr. Whitefield has acted contrary fo HI 8 
AvoweD Senſe of its And yet, I ſtand a- 


mazed, you think, on the Compariſon, © he 


has the Advantage from an Appeal to its 


e literal, moſt natural, and obvious Senſe.” 


þ. 6. As to the reſt of the Sentence I have 
cited, I would obſerve, 1. That the Diſpute 

about the Validity of the Dz/enter's Baptiſm 
is by no Means neceſſary to the Queſtion I 
am concerned in at preſent. 2. That it is 
not an unfit Subje& for the Pulpit to explain 
and vindicate the Nature and Neceflity of the 
Bapti/mal Regeneration. And, 3. That it is 


no 


and ſeems going backward rather than for- 
*« ward; and has ated contrary to his 
« avowed Senſe of the Service ; except he - 
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no Conſequence from our looking on all Chri. 


fitans as fo regenerate, that we ſhould treat 
them all as in a State of actual Fuſtification 
and Favour with Gon. The Duties of Re- 


pentance, Converſion, &c. ought ever to be 
inculcated, - 


From what has dive: already ſaid, you 
may now, Sir, diſcern the grand Error in 
your Reaſonings on this Subject: Which is 


this, that becauſe our Church ſuppoſes, that 
| Infants are regenerated in Baptiſm, and be- 


cauſe the Grace then convey'd to them muſt 


be inſtantaneous and irreſiſtible ; therefore 
Mr. Whitefield is juſtified ! in Preaching up ir- 
reſiſtible Grace in Order to the Converſion of 
3 grown Perſons, or Regeneration in his Senſe 
of the Word, which he ſuppoſes to be always 
inſtantaneous : The former is capable of a 


jaſt and ſound Senſe, and ſuch as is abſo- 


lutely inconſiſtent with the latter. For the 
End of our being cleanſed from our original 


Corruption, of our having our loſt Liberty 


; — — us,. of our having a cove- 


3 The Grace conveyed to Infants at Baptiſm i is aid 


to be irreſiſtible, becauſe it muft have in them 1 it's certain Effect ; 


they hemg not capable of reſiſting it. 
E 2 nanted 
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nanted Title to the Promiſes of Gop, which 


is what we mean, when we ſay, that Infants 
are born of the Spirit; the End of all this is 


to make us capable of performing our own _ 
Parts in an acceptable and chearful Manner. 
Which implies, that we are no Way forced to 
do this, and that we may either concur with, 
or abuſe, any Portions of diving Grace, which 
in the future Courſe of our Life may be 
vouchſafed. 
. Doctrine then being hw agreeable 
to the Church of England, how can the Bi- 
ſhop be any Way blameable for condemning — 
the contrary? In the Paſſage, which you 
p. 10. cite out of the Paſtoral Letter, His 


Lordſhip indeed hopes, © that when Minifters 


* preach—the Doctrine of Regeneration, or 
« being born again of the Spirit, as laid down 
« in the New Teſtament, they do not tell 
their Hearers, that it muſt be inflantaneous | 
and inwardly felt at the very Time.” Bat 
| here he plainly uſes the Word, not in the 
Senſe in which He had before explained Him- 
ſelf, of Baptiſm, but in the Senſe which He 
knew Mr. Whitefield, &c. had uſed it in. And 
in this, the Doctrine condemned is falſe, and 
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contrary to the Doctrine of the Church of 
England. His Lordſhip then here ſhewed his 
_ paſtoral Care for the Welfare of the People of 


His Dioceſe, by thus ſeaſonably and n 
guarding them againſt it. 


TE Doctrine of original Sin, you rightly N 


obſerve, is held by the Church of Eng- 
land, and frequently mention'd or alluded 
to in her Offices of Baptiſm. But, why you 
call this a Caluiniſtical Doctrine, as you do 
P. 11. I can't gueſs. In the ſame Page, you 
think 4 our Liturgy very judiciouſly refers 
to“ Pjalmli. 5. when ſhe ſays that all Men 5 
| are conceived and born i in Sin. Here, if you 
are ſerious, and I am reſolved to deal with 
you as ſuch, you own, that this Doctrine has 
its Foundation in Scripture: And you are 
much miſtaken, if you imagine, that Calvin 


was the firſt, who applied or underſtood the 
Text in this Manner. In a Word, Sir, ori- 
ginal Sin is no peculiar Tenet of Calviniſin, 


but was held by the earlieſt Writers of the 
Church: Which I could very eafily ſhew, 
were it neceſſary in this Place. I ſhall for 


the preſent only refer you to Spencer's Note 
on . againſt Celſus, p. 191. where you 
will 


— — 
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will find a few Teſtimonies collected toge- | 


ther. 
Ox this | Dodrine, you ay « Mr. White- 


feld builds his Scheme of the New Birth.” | 
p. 11. I own that the Baptiſmal Regeneration 


is grounded thereon ; as alſo, that the Con- 


 werfonof a Chriſtian from his Errors and Vices 
may ſuppoſe the Truth of ſuch a Doctrine; tho 
at the fame Time it muſt be obſerved, that 
this Converſion ſeems to bear a nearer and 

more immediate Relation to actual, than to 


original, Guilt. But, that this Doctrine will 
any Way juſtify what is peculiar to Mr. 


 Whitefield's Scheme, I utterly deny. Thoſe 
ſudden, irrefiftible Impreſſions, which are made 


_ neceſſary for all inwardly to feel and to diſ- 


cern at once, have no Foundation in erigina! 
Sin. Our Nature may be fathciently cleanſed 


and ſanctified without ever ſuppofing them. 


"FIND nothing, in your Letter, that 
requires any farther anſwer, till I come to 
p. 18, where you obſerve, that © the tenth 

& Article, relating to Freewill, ſeems rather 


t to confirm the Doctrine of  trrefiftible 


* Grace. This, Sir, is a Point of Conſe- 
quence indeed. A worſe Charge can hardly, 


m 


1 


3 
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in my Opinion, be brought againſt any 


Church: And conſequently your Proofs ought 
to be extremely full and clear. But all you 
produce in Support of it is this zenth Article, 

which ſays no ſuch Thing, but only, that 
fallen Man can't do Good without Gop's pre- 


venting and afliſting Grace. Surely, it is one 


Thing to ſay, that this is neceſſary, and a quite 
different one to ſay, that it is zrre/fzble, Tho 
we can't ſerve God acceptably without it, yet we 
are no Way neceſlitated by it to ſerve him. 
We may abuſe or negle it. And this our 
Church in all her Exhortations and Offices 
ſu ppoſes. N 
Bur your Senſe of this Article, you ima- 
gine, is confirm'd by another, viz. the 13th, 
which you fay © is apparently in Favour of 


e the moſt ſtrict Calviniſm.” p. 18. If you 


pleaſe, we will conſider it. Works done be- 


fore the Grace of Cux1sT, and the Inſpira- 
tion of His Sp1R1T, are n9f pleaſant to Gop ; 
„ foraſmuch as they ſpring not of Faith in 
IJ xsus CnRIST, neither do they make Men 
e meet to receive Grace — Yea, rather, for 


e that they are not done as Gop hath com- 


2 18 8 * daubt 


„ manded and willed them to be done, we 


— %2 


"= A 


[ 32 7 
t doubt not, but that they have the Nature 
* of Sin.” How you could infer from this 
Article, any more than from the other, that 
our Church holds the Doctrine of 7rreſiſtible 
Grace, I can't conceive. Our own Endea- 
vours may be ſtill neceſſary, tho' they were 
not ſufficient without divine Grace. The fur- 
niſhing a Man with the Aſſiſtance he wants 


is no Way chliging him to make a 200d 29 


Uſe of it. 


Bur you ſeem to cite this Article chiefly 
for the Sake of a few Obſervations, which you 
give us, p. 19. in which you would have it 
thought, that the ſeveral Parts of it are com- 
5 prized. Theſe it will be neceſſary for me juſt 
to run over, in order to correct a few Inac- 
curacies in them, which may otherwiſe lead 
an injudicious or haſty Reader to condemn 
the Article itſelf. 


Finsr, you fay, © it ſuppoſes, that hers: 


— may be good Works performed, which do 


e not ſpring of Faith in Chriſt,” The Article 
no where calls them good: This Word you have 
added of your own. However the Deſign of the 
Church is to ſhew, that the Works of Hea- 
thens, however materially good, are yet partial, 


im- | 


'1:33:] ; 
imperfect, not founded on right Motives and 
Principles, not practiſed in a right Manner, 

and therefore are far from being meritorious, are 
not formally good, have the Nature of Sin. 

By Reaſon of their Defects, they are on thße 

whole to be conſidered, as much more Evil, 

| than Good. 5 

SE” 7. Such Works, tho? Good, are yet not 
e pleaſant to Go, not being done according 
to His Will.” Here alſo the ſame Diſtinc- 
tion muſt have place, leſt we run into Abſur- 
dity. The Works, tho' ſuppoſed materially 
good, are not formally lo, if not done ac- 
cording to the divine Will. The fame holds 
in ſome Meaſure true among Chriſtians. To 
feed the Poor is a work materially good: And 
yet St. Paul ſuppoſes it poſſible 10 give all our 
Goods in this Way, and ſtill to want that 
Charity, which is acceptable to Go. 
Your 3d Obſervation I ſhall ſet down, on- 
ly inſerting two or three words to guard it 
3% againſt Miſconſtructions. In order to ten- 
1 * der a Man's good Works,” ſuch Works as 
an Heathen may perform, © acceptable to 
a God, he muſt receive the Grace of CHRIST, 
L. and particularly the Inſpiration,” the or- 
| F Ainary 
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L 
dinary Influences, of the HoLy Spix Ir“ to 
| correct and amend them. 
Wir Regard to your next Remark, I 
differ from you toto cœlb. " "6 good Works 
e done before the Grace of CRIST, Sc. can 
ebe any, the Ea Qualifications for his re- 1 
* ceiving this Grace and Inſpiration of the 8 
Holy Gosr.“ This, Sir, the Article 
by no Means implies. The Latin, for I have 
no Engliſb copy at preſent by me, is, neue 
gratiam, (ut multi vocant) de congruo meren- 
tur; i. e. neither db they, as many love to ſpeak, 
* DESERVE Grace, de congruo, from any natural 
Fitneſs inherent in themſelves. Being ſo de- 
fective they can warrant no Claim to it: There 
is no Merit in them. All which is widely 
l, different from there being not the leg Quali- 
fications for receiving it, whenever Gop ſhall of 
His own free Goodneſs be pleaſed to fend it: 
Thecontrary to which may bear a juſt and pro- 
per Senſe, and be allowed. The Inſtance of 
Cornelius may illuſtrate this Matter. His Prayer: 
and Alms had no Sortof MERIT in them, and 
yet they went up for a Memorial before Goo: 
It was God's Grace alone, to which he owed 
the Knowledge of the Goſpel; but I ſeeno' 
EIS Harm 
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Harm in ſuppoſing, that his own humble and 


honeſt Endeavours gua/;fied, or prepared, wy 


for the Reception of this Grace. 


I avs ſince had an Opportunity of con- 
ſulting our Articles in Enghſh, and to my 


great Surprize find, that you have left out 


thoſe material Words, or, as. the School Au- 
thors ſay, DESBRVE Grace of Congruity, i. e. 
as I have ſaid above, can give no RIGHT or 


TiTLE to it. Here the Church explains 


what ſhe meant by making Men meet to re- 


| ceive it. 


Your laſt ObGcrvation I muſt ad a little 
to, in Order to rectify it. Such good 


Works,” good i in the Senſe abovementioned, 


<2 ap" ſo far from being” in themſelves; or 
for their own Sakes pleaſing to Gop, and 
cc Quali rfications for Grace and holy Infpirati- 


2”, 


cc on, rather, DESERVING of Grace; Sc. 


that it is not to be doubred (by any Mem- 
ber of the Church of England) nor by 
any Cbriſtians elſe, except perhaps Sacinians 
. or Papiſts, but that they have the Ne. 


To ture of Sin.” 5 

By this Time, Su, you may Foy your Er- 
ror in thinking that this Article juſtifies Mr, 
Gn - F = Wiitefild s 
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Whitefielts Account of Mr. Le For 
this great Difference appears at firſt View 
between them ; that, whereas the Works 
ſpoken of in the Article, are thoſe of an 
Heathen, done before any Grace of Cu RIS, not 
founded in any Knowledge or Faith in Him; 
this Gentleman was in his Infancy baptiſed 
into the Chriſtian Covenant, had been early 
and long inſtructed in the Terms of Salvati- 
on, and had continued in a Belief and 
Practice of the Doctrines and Duties of the 


Goſpel. And it was this Circumſtance, 


| which occaſioned my Lord of London's Sur- 
prize, How it could be that a pRoFEsSED | 
* CynisTIAN, who conſtantly attended the 


10 Means of Grace, and was frequent in pri- 


wy « date Duties, did, all that while, know 2 
C thing of JesUs Cuxisr.“ Paſt. Let. p. 53. 

| Theſe Words you cite, and then aſk, © might 

not then all theſe good Works be performed 

before the Grace of CurisT?” p. 20, Moſt 

certainly not. No Chriſtian can be ſuppoſed | 


wholly without it, except perhaps ſome, 1 


hope very few, who by their long Provo- 
_ cations have rendered — unworthy Y 


of it. 


Your 


* 
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Your Way of excuſing Mr. Whitefield is 
by ſuppoſing his Friend Mr. Seward to have 
been a downright Hypocrite, quite inſincere in 
his Profeſſion, contenting himſelf with a 
bare external Performance of a round of - 
« Duties, without having his Heart engaged. E” 

And if this was the Caſe, I acknowledge, 
he might have been © deſtitute of any au- 

i experimental Knowledge of Curr.” 
But, Sir, T can't find, that Mr. Whitefield 
gives you any Occaſion to treat his Friend's 

Character in this Manner. He does riot ac- 

cuſe him of any ſecretly indulged Vices. He 

no where repreſents him as inſincere, ſo far 

as he went: On the contrary, Mr. Seward 
is ſaid to be one, who conſtantly attended 
on the Means of Grace,“ and therefore 
muſt be thought to have been well brought up, 

and to have had ſome Knowledge of CarIsT, 
and Faith in Him, unleſs he was a wicked 
Man indeed. But this the next Words will 
not ſuffer us to think: For he was alſo ex- 
act in his Morals, humane and courteous 

_ © in his Converſation gave much in Alms, 
was frequent in private Duties; and all 

this without having given any Suſpicion of his 
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being guilty of Oſtentation, Vain-Glory, or any 
bad Deſign. In ſhort, Mr. Whztefield's Account 
of his Friend is much the fame with that he 

gave of himſelf, which was printed in the 
Weekly Miſcellany of laſt May 12th. © Before 
e went to the Univerſity, I led, ” 8 
* © thought, ” hence, if we believe him at all, 

we muſt conclude him to have been fincere, 
d a very religious Life; I conſtantly attend- 
_ « ed;the publick Service of the Church, re- 
ceiyed the Sacrament, gave Alms, faſted 

« frequently 36 Hours, and in ſhort, prac- 
© 7tiſed every moral and chriſtian Duty.” — 

Ang yet © during this Time I knew ; nothing | 
« of true Chriſtianity.” _ | 
| And had not my Lord of London ſufficient 
Kaka) ſay that he was at a Loſs to 
«© underſtand; what was that ſaving experi- 
ce mental Knowledge of JIEsus CHRIST, for 
Want of which Mr. Seward could on- 
9 « Jy be reckoned among Heathens and In- 
* fidels.” The Article, for Reaſons I have 
| already urged, will not help us to underſtand 
this. Without the Aſſiſtance of Divine 
| Grace he could not have done the good Works 
he is faid to have done. And as to, that ir- 
| xeſiſtible 


197 
reſiſtible Inſpiration, Nlumination, or what- 
ever you will call it, which he felt all on a 

ſudden, and which ſeems to be all, that Mr. 
 VWhitefield or Mr. Seward wanted to make them 
perfect Chriſtians, it is ſo far from clearing up 
the Difficulty, that it requires a better Explica- 
tion and Proof, than we have hitherto met with. 

I $HALL conclude this Point with laying 


' before you another Paſſage from the Weehly 
| Miſcellany of Auguſt 25. The Author having 


made an Extract from one of Mr, White- 
feld Sermons, and compared it with ano- 
ther from Archbiſhop Tillotfon, proceeds to 
ſome Queries of great Importance. And in 
a Note obſerves, Since the Writing of this, 
„I haye ſeen Mr. Vbitgelis Letter to the 
10 Biſhop of Glouceſter, where, in Anſwer to 
OO Objection made by Dr. Stebbing, he ſays 
« of Mr. Benjamin Seward, that it was 
* thro' the Want of a living Faith in Isos 
* CurIST, which he now has, that he was not a 
* Chriftian before, but a mere Moralift. If 
Mr. Seward did ever imagine, that the bare 
external Works of Morality or Religion, 
<* which proceeded not from a true Principle 
i Ne "To and Obedience, were available 
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« to Salvation, his Abſurdities and Ignorance 
* muſt lye at his own. Door, and are not 
© chargeable upon the Clergy, who taught 
17 him otherwiſe long before | he ſaw Mr. 
_ «&. Whitefield, or the Woman that fold Straw 
Joys: For the Courſe of his Education at 
% Weſtminſter-School, even from a Child, ob- 
| © liged him to repeat either the Catechiſm, 
or the Articles of the Church of England, 
© every Monday Morning, and he has been 
« taught quite contrary Doctrine, in the 
« Expoſitions of them at thoſe Times, as 
his Cotemporaries can atteſt,” | You may, 


Sir, receive ſome Satisfaction from reading . | | 


this whole Paper. 
I ĩs not barely out of a Deſire to fix the | 
: Abſurdity of the foregoing Repreſentation on 
Mr. Whitefield, that I have ſaid ſo much up- 
on it ; but chiefly to vindicate our Articles 


great Diſcouragement from the Minds of | 
Chriſtians. For ſuch, whether you can im- 
gineitor not, Mr. Whitefield's Account of Mr. 


from an injurious Charge, and to remove a 


Seward muſt, if believed, certainly prove. 


While Men are taught the Terms of the 
_ Chriſtian Covenant, and told, that their ſin- 
Ls odere, 


— 
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cere, tho imperfect, Obedience will be ac- - 
ceptable to Gop, and draw down greater Por- 


tions of His Grace and Spirit upon them; 
there will be no Occaſion given them of fall- 
ing into any Doubt, or Deſpair, or Pre- 


| ſumption. They may without Difficulty be 

Judges, how far they are in the Divine Fa- 
vour. But, if you move Chriſtians away | 
from this, and reſt their Hope and Comfort 

on any inſtantaneous irreſiſtible Impulſes, and 


teach them, that if they have not felt theſe, 


they are in no better State than Heathens and 
lInafidels, they have no ſaving Knowledge of 
Jzsvs CuRIST, no living Faith in Him, their 
beſt Endeavours are diſpleaſing to Gop, their 


beſt Works have the Nature of Sin; I can- 


not but tremble at the Conſequences of ſuch 
Inſtructions. Many good Chriſtians will be 


terrified and diſcouraged for Want of ſuch 


pretended Feelings: And others, who ima- 


gine they have experienced them, and be- 


lieving them to be irreſiſtible, will not only 
become vain in ſuch Imaginations, and be 
| tempted to deſpiſe others, but too probably 


will grow remiſs in their Care, believe them- 
ſelves ſecure, and be the more expoſed to fall. 
8 8 Axp 
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And therefore, Sir, much truer and more 


comfortable is the Doctrine which the Church 


of England teaches in her Homily for Whit- 


ſunday. Having recited St. Pauls Enumera- 
tion | of the Works of the Sepir1IT and the 


Fleſh, ſhe goes on, © here now is that 


* Glaſs, wherein thou muſt behold thyſelf, 
* and diſcern, whether thou have the HoLy 
* GnosT within thee, or the Spirit of the 
« Fleſh. If thou ſee, that thy Works be 
« virtuous and good, conſonant to the pre- 
« ſcript Rule of Gop's Word, favouring and 
* taſting not of the Fleſh, but of the 8pIRIT, 
cc 1 aſſure thyſelf that thou art endued 
© with the Holy GnosT : Otherwiſe in 
cc enen well of thyſelf, thou doſt no- | 
« thing elſe but deceive thyſelf.” I leave 
you now, Sir, to conſider, whether, af Mr. 


, Whitefield and Mr. Seward were ſincere before 


their pretended Regeneration, the Accounts 
we have given us of both their Caſes be a- 
greeable to the Doctrine of the Church of 
Ergland ; or whether, ſince their pretended 
1 9 Regeneration, they have any better and ſurer 
| Marks to judge by of their being endued with 
the Spikir, than their Continuance in the 
3 ſame 
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ſame good Works; which they a are aid to have : 
practiſed before? 
HavinG now cleared the Doctrine of the 
Church, ſhewn that it gives no Countenance 
| to Mr. Whwtefield, and evinced, that the 
| Paſtoral Letter is perfectly agreeable to it; it 
will be very eaſy to give a ſhort and direct 
| Anſwer to the Queſtions, which in your 
W you aſk His Lordſhip. © 1. Whe- 
ther the endeavouring to underſtand and 
cc explain our Articles or Service + 4. 
more Jax and general Way, [than their real 
n Senſe] is not going beyond the Commiſſion 
!. © of a Miniſter of the Church of England, 
© and prejudicial to the true Doctrines of that 
Church ?“ p. 22. I readily anſwer, yes; 
but then you have not proved, that His Lord. 
ſhip has done ſo in any one Inſtance. Where- 
as, I think, I have fully made it appear, that 
Mr. Whitefield is, in many Inſtances, guilty . 
of a much worſe Practice, teaching _ 7 
Ro different, nay contrary, Doctrines 2. 
I Whether the ſubſcribing fuch Aab, Ge. 
by Miniſters who are in contrary Senti- 
* ments, and who in the ſtated Courſe of 
x: * their Preachings oppoſe theſe Doctrines, is 
03 3 not 


11 


* not the moſt likely Way to divide the 
Church by ſeandalous Schi/ms, and fo entire- 


«iy fruſtrate the Deſign, for which theſe 
Articles were originally drawn up, and 
« Subſcription to them enjoined ?” In this 
alſo I have the Happineſs to concur with you. 
But I believe, Mr. Whitefield muſt be obliged 
to diſſent from us, or to condemn himſelf. 


— 6 Whether the admitting ſuch Perſons 


© to miniſter in the Church, has a friendly 
« Aſpect on the Peace of the Church??? 
Anſwer. No. And, if Mr. Whitefield had 
been ſufficiently known, I preſume, he would 
not have been admitted — Whether the 
* attempting to anſwer Mr. Whitefield, by 
* denying thoſe Calbiniſtical Doctrines which 
e he ſets out upon, does not rather tend to 
« firengthen than weaken his Intereſt and 
* Cauſe?” The Doctrines of original Sin, 
and the Neceſſity of divine Grace, the Biſhop 


has net denied, neither are they Catviniftical. 


To deny any others, which are ſach, can 
ſtrengthen Mr. Wh:tefield's cauſe, in the O- 
pinion: of none, but Calvin: i/ts.—— You have 
Not proved, that the Church of England war- 
rants his teaching any 1. Whether 


every 


—— 
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every true Churchman ought not to main- 
te tain a zealous Regard for theſe Doctrines, 

<« which are thus propoſed to our embracing, 

„ by that excellent Parent, who has taken 


* ſuch tender and ſpecial Care for all her 


Children?“ It remains to be proved, that : 
the Calviniſtical Doctrines, or any Tenets of 


Z Mr. Whitefield, which his Lordſhip has found | 


: Fault with, are /o propoſed, &c. 
| You add, Sir, a few other Queries, which 

I am not concerned to anſwer, becauſe 1 
entirely agree with you, that our Articles and 
Service ought to be underſtood in one, plain, 
and determinate Senſe : Only excepting ſuch 
Articles, as reſt in Generals, and where the 


= Church has not determined the Meaning, 


but has thought fit to leave her Members to 
a Liberty of Interpretation. That concern- 
ing Chriſt's Deſcent into Hell is an undeniable 

Inſtance of this: That concerning Predeſtj- 
nation I think another very clear one. In theſe, 
tit appears to have been the Intention of the 


8 Compilers to word the Articles in ſuch a 5 


Manner, as neither to give Offence to one 
Party, nor to exclude another. Whereas in 
others, the two firſt particularly, as well as 


3 thoſe 
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thoſe againſt Popery, the Senſe is fo particu- 


larly explained, that no Doubt can be made, 

| how the Church deſigned they ſhould be un- 
derſtood — See Dr. Waterland's _ of 
Arian Subſcription. 


Tu us have I endeavoured to return an An- 
ſwer to all your Difficulties; and hope it 


will be found ſatisfactory to yourſelf, as well 
as to our unprejudiced Readers. I now re- 


«1k 
Yours, I 


Tc 


The follewing Letter having bad the good For- 


rune to meet with the Approbation of ſeveral 
worthy Gentlemen, and jome Parts of it being 


nearly related to the Subject of ſome of the 


foregoing Sheets; the Author has been adviſed 
by bis Friends to reprint it here, with a few 
< orretFvo ons and 3 


87 R, 
: T HE ts Character, which the Me- 


| @& ?7haiiſts gave of The Life of God in the Soul of 
Man, induced me to procure the Book, and to 
read it over with Seriouſneſs and Attention. It is 


not my Deſign to give you a full Account of it. 
Some Parts I am not ſure, that [ underſtand. 


However, I muſt own, that the main of it ſeems 
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to be written with a great deal of Piety, and that 
it contains ſeveral earneſt Perſuaſions to a good 


Life, and uſeful Directions to this ran And 


how far it is from giving Occafion or ntenance 


to the ſtrange Proceedings of the Methodifts, your 
Readers will ſoon be convinced. For, the Pur- 


port of the preſent Letter is, to ſet before them a 


general View of the Treatiſe ; and afterwards, a 
few Extrafts from it, ſuch as I think moſt proper 
and fit to be attended to at preſent ; to which a 
few Remarks ſhall be added. And this, I appre- 
hend, to many who have not ſeen the Book itſelf, 
will not be a diſagreeable Entertainment. 


It conſiſts of two diſtinct Letters, both publiſned 


together by Biſhop Burnet, not only becauſe of the 


Friendſhip that ſubſiſted between the Authors, but 


alſo, becauſe of the Reſemblance, which there is 
between the Subjects of both. The Firſt is en- 
ttittled, as above: The other is called, An Account 
e the Beginnings and Advances of a Spiritual Life. 
The Deſign of the Firſt is to give a ſhort Account 

of the Nature and Excellency of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, in Oppoſition to thoſe, who make it con- 


fiſt wholly in NVotions or Opinions, or in external 


Duties, or in Raptures and Extaſies. This he calls 
a Neu or Divine Life, the Root of which is Faith, 
and the Branches are Love of God, univerſal Charity, 
Purity, and Humility, And it is with explaining 


and preſſing theſe, that the chief Part of the Let- 


ter is taken up. But, what is there in all this ſo 


very peculiar ? Tho? Tillotſon is looked upon only 


as © a Syſtem of moral Ethics,“ yet it would not 

be difficult to ſhew, that every one of theſe Points 
aære inſiſted on in his Sermons. Why then, in the 
Name of wonder, ſo ſevere a Reflection, that this 


moſt reverend and eminent Prelate knew no 
more of Chriſtianity than Mahomet * I indeed 
hinted before, that there are ſome — 


"ty 
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The Life of God, c. which I am doubtful, whe- 


ther I underſtand or not. But that the great ſtreſs 


of the Book is laid upon the Points mentioned a- 


bove, rs clear and evident at firſt reading. 


And if they will overlook theſe, and place © true 


< Chriſtianity? in thoſe Parts of it, which are 
more obſcure ; I can only fay, that I think they 
do Injuſtice to their favourite Author. 


In the Second Letter the Progreſs of the New 
Birth is more particularly explained. But, tho? I 


cannot ſubſcribe to every Thing, which is ſaid a- 


bout it, yet here alſo I obſerved "We excellent 
d 


Inſtructions, which a Perſon of pion and 
Judgment may read with Pleaſure Improve- 
ment. Perhaps the beſt Way of ſhewing this 
is by a few Citations from both: And I take it for 

granted, that both theſe Letters, together with 


the Preface prefixed by Biſhop Burnet to them, 
were equally in Mr. Whitefield's Thoughts, when 


he declared the Book © worth its Weight in Gold? 
For theſe were not only at firſt publiſhed toge- 
ther, but continued to be fo at leaſt in four Editions, 
with a common Title Page prefixed to both. Nei- 


ther did Mr. Jhitefield fay any Thing, which can 


induce any one to think, that he intended to con- 
fine his character to the former Tra&, and to ex- 


_ cept the latter. Nor indeed can this be juſtly pr: 


tended. For, as I have fince learned, the 2d Let- 
ter was written by Biſhop Burnet himſelf, who was 
ſo intimate with Mr. Scougal, as to have the Pub. 


cation of his Work committed to him; and there- 
fore may be ſuppoſed to have well known his Sen- 


timents, and cannot be ſuppoſed to have added any 
Thing, which would have contradicted them. — 
Beſides, the Biſhop affures us in his Preface, that 
Mr. Scougal actually faw the 2d Letter, approved 
at, thought it would ſtrengthen his own, and would 
not canſent, that his own ſhould be publiſhed with- 
= out 
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- Without it. And therefore it cannot but be ſup- 
poſed, that Mr. Whitefield intended ſo highly to 
commend the whole. 

We ougzt carefully to avoid every Thing that 
* may be an Occaſion of Jealouſy, iy <= th 
* doing any Thing that without Sin we may 

_ © forhear, which is /npuler, or may bring a D. 
| © efteem on ol bers, or make us 40 be e or talk- 

Hef. Preface. 7 
That the Conduct of the Metbo 21s is liable to 
all theſe Cenſures is notorious to all the World. It 
may be queſtioned, whether any can be conceived 
more ſo. It has not only accidentally © brought a 
Diſeſteem on others,“ but, if I am rightly in- 
formed, a great Part of Mr. hitaſteld's Jamon 
and I am ſure, a great Part of his Journals, is taken 
up with abuſive Reflections on his Brethren the 
Clergy of the Church of England. And, how far 


the Diſefteem, which ſuch Reflections, if ever at- 


tended to, will bring upon them, muſt hinder the 


SBaucceſs of their Miniftry ; it, I think, behoved 


; him well to have confidered. Nothing can excuſe 
him in this, but the ſaying, that he could not do 


_ otherwiſe without Sin. But how ? Could not he 


forbear Abzſes wit heut Sin ?— 


This puts me in 


mind of the Words of his favourite Author, wo 


ſpeaks of ſome that © conſecrate their Vices, and 
_ © hallow their corrupt Aﬀections ; Whoſe rugged 
Humour and ſullen Pride muſt paſs for Chriſtian 
Severity; whoſe fierce Wrath, and bitter Rage 
© againſt their Enemies muſt be called Holy Zeal; 
© whoſe Petulancy towards their r or Re- 
bellion againſt their Governors, muſt have the 
Name of Chriſtian Courage and Reſolution.” 2 
Life of God, Sc. p. 3. 

But to talk more cloſely. All Sin muſt be the 
Tranſgreſſion of ſome Law. If therefore Mr. White- 
field could not forbear his late Proceedings without 
H | Sin, 
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Sin, (and if he could, they are fully condemned by 


the Words above cited) it is certainly incumbent 


upon him and his Admirers to declare, what Law 
them? 
There is no Law either of Reaſon or the Goſpel, 
which enjoins any Preacher in a Country, where 


would be tranſgreſſed by his for 


. Chriſtianity is eſtabliſhed, and where the Laws have 


preſcribed ar Methods of teaching it, to act 


againſt theſe Laws, or to preach: in any irr 
_ ſingular Manner, ſuch as may make him obſerved, or 


 zalked of. On the contrary, the general Laws of Mo- | 


_ defty, Humility, and Submiſſion to Government plainly 
forbid any ſuch Conduct. And I cannot but recom- 
mend the following Words to the ſerious Conſide- 
ration of all, whom they may concern. A Man, 
that loves Gov , and would do Honour to Reli- 


muſt ſhew that Submiſſion to the Powers 


1 over him by Gop, that may declare him ſin- 
cere, and 1 he does not purſue a Faction or 

« Defioni in his Profeſſion of Religion, that ſo Prin- 
ces be not prejudiced againſt religious Profeſſions 
and Practices, and that thoſe who are apt to take 
all Advantages to diſparage our Holy Faith, may 


not have an Opportunity put in their Hands to 
1 it to the World.“ p. 131. 

It muſt remain now for the Methodiſts to plead i in 
their Juſtification, that they could not act otherwiſe 


„ 


5 . cham they have done, without tranſgreſſing ſome Law 


of the Sp1R1T, which has been revealed 10 them in 
particular. And, tho' it may ſeem ſtrange, that 
the Sy1R1T of Gon ſhould enjoin ſuch Proceedings, 
yet, could this Plea be once made good, we might 
acquieſce. But have they ever made it good? Or, 


is it in itſelf probable ? Confider a little: Infinite 7. 
Wiſdom never acts in vain : The extraordinary 


Gifts of the SP1R1T (and ſuch is Inſpiration) are not 


granted without Neceſſity. But has Mr. Whitefield 


preach'd any New Gaſpe However ſome of his Ex- 
| 3 
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Expreſſions may ſound, he will not, I ſuppoſe, 
ſeriouſly pretend it. And what Neceflity is there 


of immediate Inſpiration to teach and inculcate the 


Old? Is there not then ſome room to fear, that the 


Suggeſtions, which he follows, are-thoſe of an over- 
heated Imagination, if not of evil Spirits? This 


_ laſt Suppoſition is owned to be a poſſible one by his 


own Author, who obſerves very juftly, that © this 


dis as important a Caution as any in the whole 
Courſe of the Spiritual Life: For ſome, coming 
< to feel many of theſe inward Viſits, as they thin 
© them, from thence judge that they have made 

great Advances in their Way to Gop, and at 
| c length come to {well highly in their own Conceits, | 
© imagining themſelves Men of ſeraphical Devo- 


tions: This carries them to contemn and ſeparate 
from others, whom they imagine leſs Holy; 


© nay, and will lead them to imagine they have 
_ © ſtrange New Lights communicated to them from 
the Father of Lights; and every Conceit they | 
take up, when in theſe Actuations, they imagine 
© to be of Gop, and give it out as ſuch to others.“ 


p. 108, 109. And again, the ſame Spirit ſthe 
Devil] working on his natural Temper, will pre- 
* ſent to his Mind, perhaps in Sleep, perhaps when 


he prays, very pretty Imaginations, which he 


* will look upon as Viſits from Gop, and highly 
Divine Impreſſions.“ p. 141. „„ 
We ſee, then, the Danger here, and the Eaſi- 


neſs of being deluded in this Matter. But we will 
not ſuppoſe this to be his Caſe; yet ſurely *tis very 
_ reaſonable for us to expect ſome Proofs to convince 


us, that he is inſpired. If, indeed, the Point re- 


| vealed related only to himſelf, the Fullneſs of his 
own Perſuafion might be ſufficient. But this is far 
from being the Caſe. His Actions were open and no- 


torious, and greatly affect the Peace and Intereſts of 


the World, If his Pretenſions be true, Men 


=_—_ ought 
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ought to obey. him; if falſe, tis their Duty to 
turn from, and reject him. Men are, therefore, 

very highly concerned in judging whether they be 
true or not. And what have they as yet to judge 
by, but his own Aſſurances, which certainly, be 
they never ſo ſtrong and repeated, are in a Point 
of ſuch Conſequence no Sort of Proof at all. I 
obſerve, indeed, that Mr. biteſield frequently 
talks of preac hing 201th Demonſtration of the Sv1R1T 
and of Power, and thus may ſeem to put himſelf 
upon a level with the Apoſtles. But he either does 
not underſtand, or does not confider, the true 
| Meaning of the Words. Miracles were wrought 
to ſupport their Pretences to Inſpiruſion. Theſe were, 


155 and are ſtill, the proper Demonſtration of the Sy IRT, 


the only Proefs, that an extraordinary Power of the 
Her yGHosr came upon them. Whoever, therefore, 
pretends to ſuch a Power muſt make good his Claim 
dy the ſame Proofs. Here alſo I find my reafon- 
ing ſupported by the Author of The Life, Sc. who, 
after having treated of the Leadings of the Svinim, 
goes on, all this gives no Warrant to Men on the 
Pretence of Inſpirations, to void the Laws, of 
< Gor and Man at their Pleaſure; for, if all Men 
muſt be left to this their pretended Freedom, 
IN B. The juſt Limits of Chriſtian Freedom are 
1et out (p. 119.) in theſe Words, By the SPIRIT of 
Gon we are freed from all thoſe Forms and Cuſtoms, 


which are not commanded. by the L,cws of Gon, or of 


_ the Land and Church cue live in] © and be permitted 
to act accordingly, every bold [zpoſtor, or hot- 


brained Entbiſſaũ may vouch Gop, and then do 


© what he will. When we are carried to do any 
Thing, which is beyond the common Duties of 
Mankind, and extraordinary (and ſure if ever any 
Thing was ſo, ſuch; has been. the Conduct of 
theſe Metbodiſts) © then, we are not to go 
upon an ixtuard Motion of the SpIRIT: * mo 
140 | other 
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< other Body is bound to believe or ackrow ledge 
it: And, therefore, tho the inward ings of 
the SpixIr may ſatisfy cur ſelves, becauſe perceived 
by us, yet before we propoſe theſe to others, we 
muſt have ſome external Argument to make them 
good by, no Body being bound to receive theſe 
© barely on our c Aſſertion. And thus, I ſup- 
© poſe, it is clear, that this neceſſary Doctrine of 
being led by the SpIRIT of Gop in all we do? 


fſthe Truth and Importance of which in a juſt 


Senſe Gop forbid we ſhould deny] © gives no Li- 
« berty for Men to ſay, or do, what they pleaſe : 


For, as the Scriptures are the univerſal Law of 
« Chriſtians, by which all theſe Motions are to be 


examined; and the Laws of thoſe whom Goo 
hath ſet in Authority over us, do likewiſe oblige 
us-even. by the Law of Gop; and the ſettled 
Order of Mankind, and the procuring the Good 
of it, are alſo conſiſtent and infallible Rules, 
which can be ſuperſeded by no pretended Inſpira- 


theſe : So all the Leading of the Sv1R1T I have 
mentioned is only in thoſe Particulars, which help 
to the Obedience of the former, or wherein we 
are left at Liberty by them.” p. 122, 123. Theſe 
Words want neither Comment nor Application. 
Since then their Conduct is n re ingu- 
lar, brings a Diſeſteem on others, and makes themſelves 
to be obſerved and talked of : fince they may forbear it 
without Sin; fince the Laws of Nature and the 
Goſpel are againſt it; and ſince they have not made 
good a Claim to any immediate Call or Command 
of the SPIRIT to act ſo; I cannot ſee, how they can 
juſtify or excuſe themſelves for not carefully avoiding 
what is ſo great an Occaſion of Fealouſy, or gives 
ſuch an Handle to the Enemies of all Religion to 
Blaſpheme. And, whatever Diſregard they may 
have taken up for other Writers, I cannot 3 
monde 


ö oo: 


ſian, which is an Impoſture, if it contradict, 
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wondering, how they can ever read this, which 
they profeſs ſo much to eſteem, without being ſenſi- 
ble, that it contains the ſtrongeſt Reproach, and 
fulleſt Condemnation of the Method of proceed- 
ing, which they at preſent chooſe to follow. 


Some other Conſequences of which the ſame 


Book will point out to us; ſuch as, the G_ 
People, who muſt live by their Labour and Induſ- 

try, to negle& the Buſineſs of their Callings, and 
the Maintenance of their Families the driving 


ſome into a State of Spiritual Pride and Preſumption, 


and others into a Religious Melancholy and Deſpair 
— They may, perhaps, intend nothing like 
_ this. I have the Charity to believe they do not. 
Yet, if ſuch are the Conſequences of their Con- 
duct, they would, I think, do well to lay them 
 feriouſly to Heart; or however they muſt excuſe 
me, if out of an hearty Concern for their Wel- 
fare, and a real Deſire to guard them againſt ſuch 
Deluſions I lay them before their Hearers, who 
are many of them but too apt to run into them, _ 
For the Miſchief always will be, that weak and 
warm Men will carry Things much farther than 
they were meant, and not ſtop where their Leaders 
would have them. Enthufiaſm is naturally a ſpread- 
ing, growing Evil; and one Exceſs begets others, 
which are more fatal and extravagant. OSS. 
| Wee have already ſeen ſome Inſtances of the Con- 
ſequences of theſe new Pretences to an extraordinary 
Portion of the Sp1R1T. The Papers lately mention- 
ed one, (which I am affured, was but too true) of a 
young Tradeſman's leaving his Buſineſs, and on 
the Imagination of ſuch a Call, as Abraham had, 
going into a foreign Country. Injudicious Minds 
always ftand in need of proper Guards and Cauti- 
ons. Nor ought even the Care of our Souls, confeſs- 
_ edly moſt neceſſary, to be ſo preſſed, as to forget 
the Care of our Families and Affairs. as” of 
4 their 


Si 


their Rank ſhould frequently be told, that this is 
alſo a Duty of Chriſtianity ; that while they are 
honeſt and induſtrious in the Purſuit of their Bu- 
ſineſs here, they are actually ſerving Gop ; and 

that it is bad to be always engaged in Spiritual Ex- 
erciſes, as well as to be totally employed about the 
Affairs of the World. Whether our new Preachers 
have ſufficiently taken care to inculcate theſe Points, 
I cannot tell: But for fear others ſhould miſ- 
take, as that unhappy Perſon did, I beg the fol- 
lowing Paſſage may be well conſidered. * What- 

< ever e's one applies himſelf to, this ſhould 
© be his chief Care, next the giving Glory to Gop 
and Religion by his exemplary Behaviour in it, 
that he ſerve. thoſe Uſes of Mankind, which his 
© Calling ſupplies, honeſtly and faithfully ; and 
that ſo doing he may with a good Conſcience re- 

< ceive thoſe Returns, which his Employment may 
But this is by much the ſlighteſt Conſequence ; 


the others are of a more dreadful Nature. Spiritual 


Pride and Preſumption are, perhaps, as fatal a State 
as Men can be in: And when any Set of Men are 
encouraged to think themſelves more pure, more 
ſpiritual, more the Sons of Gop, than any other 
Chriſtians z when they are all encouraged, how- 


ever weak or ignorant, to expound the Scriptures, 


and to judge of the Affairs of other Men's Conſci= 
ences, by ſome extraordinary Lights; it cannot be 
expected, without a Miracle, that all of them.ſhould 
continue cool and ſteady, humble and charitable. 
The Notion of their being the peculiar Favourites 
of Heaven, and of Providence's taking a more 
eſpecial Care of them, will eaſily fwe!! a weak 
Mind, and has been more than once known to 
corrupt it. The Book, which occafions this Letter, 
ſeems to have ſeen this Conſequence, and endea- 
yours to guard againſt it, A Paſſage before cited 
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very ſtrong to this Pu 
0 will be ſufficient. Others again put all Re- 
ligion in the Affections, in rapturous Heats and 
extatick Devotion, and all they aim at is to pray 


. vith Paſſion, and think of Heaven with Pleaſure, 


and to be affected with thoſe kinds of melting Ex- 


I * preflions, wherewith they court their Savious, 


e they perſuade themſelves that they are migh- 
* © tily in love with Him, and from thence aſſume a 
great Confidence of their Salvation, which they 


eſteem the chief of Chriſtian Graces,” p. 3. It 
om EP proper to add, that this is one fort of 
n, which this Author ſets himſelf againſt. 
; enlarged in Prayer is a very favourite Ex- 
: —_— of Mr. Whitefield's : J muſt own, I do not 
know what it means. I have heard of being de- 


vcut, fervent, frequent, Ec. in Prayer, all which is 
plain and intelligible. But the other Term is quite 
_ unuſual and dark; and I cannot help expreſſing my 
Fears, left the Injudicious among his Followers, 
hearing this, and ſome other Phraſes of the like 
Stamp, ſhould take occaſion to run into the fond 


Conceits above- mentioned. 


Iii certain, that nothing ſtrikes more directly 5 
at the Vitals of all Religion, than the ſuppoſing 


the Aids of the Spixir to be irreſiſtible, of 


fo ſudden in the Converſion of a Sinner, as to 
=. — any Endeavours of his own. What 


r. igel Sentiments are concerning this, I 


am not certain. I remember in the Pie which 
he ſigned, it was afferted, that the Hol y GH OS 
© ovER-RULES the Will, which is liable to be 


underſtood as if he countenanced ſuch a Suppoſi- 


tion. To prevent therefore any ill Conſequences, 
which may follow from hence, I would beg both 


him and his Hearers to conſider the following Paſ- 
_ fages. Having ſpoken of the common Operations 
of Gop's SPIRIT, the Author of the ſecond Letter 


4 fays, 


e. See p. 51. Ano- 
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fays, © this does not at all infer any Advantage to 


_ © thoſe Opinions, of which many ſerious People are 
© bo fond and well perſuaded, of the irreſiſtible 


Efficacy and predetermining Power of Grace. 


p. 125 And in the firſt we have theſe Words. 


ho* there muſt intervene a Stroke of Omnipo- 
tence to effectuate this mighty Change in our 
Souls; yet ought we to do what we can to fit 
and prepare ourſelves; for we muſt break up 


© our fallow Ground, and root out the Weeds, and 


pull up the Thorns, that ſo we may be the more 
ready to receive the Seeds, the Grace and the 


Aid of Heaven. It's true, that Gop hath been 


caſt himſelf in their Way, who were quite out of 
His; He hath laid hold on them, and ſtop'd 
their Courſe on a ſudden ; (for ſo was St. Paul 


converted in his Journey to Damaſcus) but cer- 


tainly this is not God's ordinary Method of deal - 
ing with Men: Tho' He hath not tied Hm/eff to 


1 


found of ſome who ſought him not; He hath 
ö 


Means, yet He hath tied vs to the Uſe of them,” 


e, N 5, 5 


Religious Melanchely and Deſpair are the other 


deplorable Conſequence I mentioned. And let not 
any one wonder, that any Practice ſhould be repre- 


ſented as leading to two ſuch cpp, Extremes. 
Thoſe Feelings and Experiences, on which ſo much 
Streſs is laid, may well be looked upon as Conſti- 


 tutional ; They depend in a great meaſure on the 


Habit and Diſpoſition of the Body, And, as Per- 


 fonsof warm and lively Imaginations may be eaſily 
es aj of. them, and as caſily lifted up to Va- 


nity by them; fo heavy and phlegmatick Conſtitu- 


tions may never, with all the Care they can take, 

and after obſerving all the Rules which can be pre- 
ſcribed, be ſenſible of them. And how dreadful 
muſt the Conſequence be with regard to theſe, if 


b 3 they ſhould till believe, that ſuch Feelings are ne- 


ceſſary 
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ce eſſary to Salvation? This, I have often heard, 


haas been the Caſe with ſome Methodiſts, who have, 


for no other Reaſon, fancied themſelves out of the 
Divine Favour, and been plunged into all the 
Horrors of Deſpair. How extremely wrong, then, 
muſt it be to lay down ſuch general Rules, as can- 
not ſuit with a great Number of Men? How cau- 
tious ſhould every Miniſter of the Goſpel be of 
dealing Damnation to every one, who do not come 
into a particular Method, of doing any thing which 
may break the bruiſed Reed, or quench the Hopes 


of Salvation in any one honeſt well- meaning Soul? 


And with how much more Judgment, as well as 
Modeſty and good Senſe, does the Author before 


mee act, who introduces ſome Rules, which he lays 


down, with the following Words. If in deliver- 
ing my own Thoughts I ſhall chance to differ in 
any thing from what is, or may be, ſaid by others 
in this Matter, I would not be thought to con- 
tradict and oppoſe them, more than Phy/icians 
© do, when they preſcribe ſeveral Remedies for the 
© ſame Diſeaſe, which perhaps are all uſeful and 
good: Every one may propoſe the Method 
© which he judgeth moſt proper and convenient; 
but he doth not thereby pretend, that the Cure 
can never be effectuated, unleſs that be exactly 
© obſerved : I doubt it hath occaſioned much un 
« neceſſary Diſqui ide to ſome Perſons, that they 
< have not found ſuch a regular and orderly Tranf- 
action in their Souls, as they have ſeen deſcribed 
in Books; that they have not paſſed thro? all 
* thoſe Steps and Stages of Converſion, which 
« ſome, who perhaps have felt them in themſelves, 
* have too peremptorily preſcribed to others. God 
* hath ſeveral Ways of dealing with the Souls of 
« Men; and it ſufficeth if the Work be accom- 
* pliſhed, whatever the Methods have been.“ p. 575 
58. 
Oh, 


ES FX. 
Oh, that Mr. J/h:itefeld had propoſed his Schere 
in this ingenuous Manner | However miſtaken he 
might have been thought, he could never have 
given ſuch * Offence. But quite different was 
the Way which he took. He ſet out with cen- 
ſuring openly all his Brethren; and having in a 
manner forced theſe to deny him their Pulpits, he 
has ſince indulged his Revenge, in raving at them 
with all manner of bitter Words. But let him and 
his B hren conſider, how inconſiſtent. all this is 
with the true Spirit of Chriſtianity, or with The 
Lc of God in the Soul of Man. Let them, at leaft, 
liſten to his darling Writer; and either ſhew. their 
extraordinary Commiſſion, which alone can autho- 
rize ſuch extraordinary Proceedings; or elſe leave 
a Method, which gives ſo much Jealouſy to the 


Suſpicious, and Joy to the Profane; which favours 


ſo much of Vanity and Oſtentation; which tends 
. to make Men 1 * in the Duties of their Call- 


ing; to render ſome preſumptuous and ſelf-willed, 


and to fink others in all the Agonies of Deſpair. 
Or, ſhould they perfiſt in this Deſign; let their 
Followers at leaſt learn ſo much from this admired 


Book, as to ſee their Error, and guard againſt 


theſe deplorable Conſequences, If Curioſity ſhould 


be their Motive to hear theſe extraordmary Teach- 
ers, this Principle is by no Means juſtifiable. If 
they really deſire to be reformed, or improved in 
their Duty, they will, I am aſſured, find no Means 
wanting in the regular Way. 


am, Sir, Yours, Cc. 
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H E PRIOR Letter was Swi 6 up before 


I heard of Mr. Ms being gone. How- 
ever, as ſome of his brethren continue to act in 


the ſame Manner, I cannot but think that the 5 


printing it will be of Service, as well to recover 
Dune from their Deluſions, as to prevent others 
from falling into the Snare — 
read Mr. N bitefeli- 5 laſt Journal, and add this Poſt- 
ſeript by way of making ſome Remarks upon it. 
Pag. 2. he fays, that he has © no Objection againſt, 

but highly approves of the excellent Liturgy of 


our Church, would Minifters but lend him their 


© Churches to uſe it in“ But if fo, how comes it 


that he did not uſe it in the Fields? Would not 


this have been as decent as his preaching there? 
_ the Preference to a Prayer of his own form- 
? Pag. 10. What farther S. would they re- 

* quire ? We went not into the Feds, till we were 
8 excluded the Churches: And has not Gop ſet 
His Seal to our Miniſtry in an extraordinary 
Manner? Have not many, that were ſpiritually 
+ blind, received their Sight? Many, that have 


been Lame, Arengthened to run the Way of 
+ Gop's Commandments ? Have not the Deaf 


+ heard ? The Le pers been cleanſed ? The Dead 


+ raiſed ?—That theſe notable Miracles have been 
* wrought, not in our own Name, or by our own 


+ Power, but in the Name, and by the Power of 


£ Jesvs of Nazareth, cannot be denied. And yet 
they require a Sign! But verily there foal! no other 
Sign be given to this evil and adulterous Genera- 

tion. — The plain Engliſh of all which I take to 


he, that every Proſely te Mr. V. Ec. have made | 


is 


J have alſo ſince 
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is a miraculous Evidence of the Truth of their Pre- 
tenſions. But if this be true, then all Deluſions, 
(as all have, at leaſt for a Time, had their Proſe- 
lvytes) have an equal Right to plead it So in his 

Letter to the Biſbap of Glouceſter, * What Proof, my 
Lord, does Dr. Stebbing require? Would he have 
« us raiſe dead Bodies? Have we not done greater 
things than theſe? I ſpeak with all Humility, 
has not Gop by our Miniſtry raiſed many dead 
_ © Souls to a ſpiritual Life ?—Venly, if Men will 
not believe the Evidence Gop hath given, that 
He ſent us, neither would they believe tho? one 
5 roſe from the Dead.“ P- 19. See P- 23. But here 
a Queſtion or two of the greateſt Weight occurs. 
Were theſe the Miracles, by which it pleaſed Goo 
to confirm the Truth either of the Jewiſh or Chri- 

ſtian Revelation? If they are ſufficient now to 
prove the Truth of an extraordinary Miſſion, were 
they not ſo then? Why then, not content with 
theſe greater Things, did the ALMIGHTy ſet ano- 
ther kind of Seal to their Miniſtry ? Why did he 

Blind receive their Sight, the Deaf hear, the Lame 
walk ? Why were the Lepers cleanſed, or the Dead 
raiſed, not only in a fieurative but a real Senſe ? 
Why, for this plain Reaſon, becauſe the former, 
| however Inſtances of a Divine Power, are not ſuch, 
as can properly work upon others. Miracles, con- 
ſidered as the Means of Conviction, muſt be Ap- 

peals to the Senſes, muſt be open and viſhle. Where- 
us the Tranſactions in other Men's Hearts muſt be 
ſecret, and cannot be known to the World with 
| Certainty enough for them to build their Faith, in 
the moſt > pur matters, upon. Mr. }/h.'s Fol- 
| lowers may be led away with Enthuſiaſm, and not 


_ ſufficiently acquainted with themſelves ; or they 
may have ſome Intereſt or Deſign to deceive him: 
So that not even he can be ſure, that they are really 
raiſed to a ſpiritual Life. The Succeſs of the Goſ- 


pel 
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1 in the primitive Times is by no means a paral- 


Caſe. They had ſtronger Prejudices to * 


and not fancied, but actual Perſecutions to 


The outward Profeſſion of Chriſtianity was then ſo 

dangerous, that there could be no Fear of its be- 
ing, in ſuch Circumſtances, hypocritically put on. 
But now, how difficult is it to know the Heart? 


Or, how impoſſible to judge of it with any Cer- 
tainty? 


But, ſuppoſe Mr. Ind. could be aſſured of this, : 
that his Preaching has had a real Succeſs on the 
Hearts of his Hearers, and that many of them 
have been thereby reformed ; yet is this any more, | 
than may be aſcribed to the ordinary Grace and 


Blefling of Gop's SpIRIT? And can we from hence 


mfer, that he has an extraordinary Miffion ?—— He 


may deſpiſe the Clergy of our Eſtabliſhed Church, 
as much as he pleaſes : He may infinuate, that they 
are Scoffers and blind Phariſees ; he may call them 


Letter-learned Clergymen, and modern Rabbies ; and 
he may pretend, that they do not bebave ſo decently 


in any Church in London, as his Followers at Moor- 
Felds: (p. 32.) Yet for all this, I perſuade myſelt, 
that many thouſands are every Year by means of 
their Miniſtry brought from their Errors and Vices, 
or preſerved from falling into any preſumptuous ha- 
bitual ones, and led on in a Courſe of Piety and 
Virtue, till they depart out of this Life in Peace with 
| Gop, and a joyful and well-grounded Aſſurance of 
a bleſſed Reſurrection. And if then Mr. Whþ.'s, Sc. 


Succeſs be a juſt Ground or Argument of an extra- 


ordinary Miſſion, I ſee no Reaſon, why our own 
Clergy may not with equal Confidence lay claim 
to the ſame ; or, what he does, that is really to 
the Advantage of Religion and his . more 


chan others? 


The 
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The Text of Scripture, which he here applies to 
his preſent Purpoſe, I think he has been unhappy 
in the Choice of. Our Bleſſed Lox p ſaid of thoſe, 
who refuſed to hear Moſes and the Prophets, that 
not even the Sight of one raiſed from the Dead 
would perſuade or reclaim them. But why? Be- 
cauſe it was eaſy for them to have known, that the 
Authority of Moſes and the Prophets had been cer- 
tainly confirmed by as undoubted Miracles, as this 
deſired. But had Moſes and the Prophets, nay 
CanrisT and His Apoſtles, produced no better 
Warrant or Proof of their Commiſſions, than Mr. 
Wh. Sc. have done; we muſt, as reaſonable Crea- 

tures, as Perſons who have a Right to be convinced, 
have ſuſpended our Aſſent and Perſuaſion, till ſome 
Miracles had been done by them. Indeed to de- 
mand new Signs and Wonders, and to overlook or 
reject thoſe already wrought, is idle and impious : 
But equally raſh and fatal muſt it be to receive any 
new extraordinary Pretenſions, without ſome equal 
Evidences. : 
Another Application of a Text of Sauen * 
can't forbear taking notice of. I hope the Time 
is coming, which the Prophet ſpeaks of, Behold, 
* ye Deſpiſers, and wonder and periſp.” p. 38. This 
Prophecy was cited by St. Paul, Acts xiii. 41. But 
between him and Mr. #/b. we have here two 
remarkable Differences. St. Paul applied the Pro- 
phecy to the Fews of his Age, as what would have 
its Accompliſhment in them, if they did not be- 
_ ware; and a few Verſes lower will convince us, 
that they did not: Mr, Vb. applies it to Chriſtions, 
and thinks, the Time of its being fulfilled 75s fill 
coming.— Again, St. Paul addreſſes himſelf to the 
Fews in Expreſſions of Fear and Concern ; he affec- 
tionately and tenderly forewarns them of the Dan- 
ger, and cautions them to beware, teft that come 


pon 


"I. 


upon them: Quite different Mr. N. who, out of 
the Abundance of his Zeal againſt Deſp;ſers, Hor Es 
the Time is coming, when they are to wonder and 
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I now once more, Six, take my leave and conclude. 


LAN Eſſay towards vindicating the Literal Senſe 
1 of the Demoniacks in the New Teſtament; 
in anſwer to a late Enquiry into the Meaning of 


them. 


II. A Reply to the farther Enquiry into the Mean- 
ing of the Demoniacks in the New Teſtament; 
as far as the Eſſay towards vindicating the Lite- 

ral Senſe of them is concerned. . 


III. A fhott State of the Controverſy about the 


Meaning of the Demoniacks in the New Tefſta- 4 


ment : With a Vindication of the Reply to the 
— Farther Enquiry, from all the Objections of a 
late Ira, mtitled, AI Review of the Controverſy. 


